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Elementary Edtpa Planning Commentary
Example Tutorial

elementary edtpa planning commentary example ? A Comprehensive Guide to Crafting Effective
Planning Commentaries for Your edTPA Submission

Introduction

Embarking on the edTPA journey can be both exciting and daunting for elementary education
candidates. One of the most critical components of the edTPA is the planning commentary, which
provides a detailed narrative of your instructional planning process. An exemplary elementary
edTPA planning commentary not only demonstrates your understanding of pedagogical principles
but also clearly articulates your rationale, instructional choices, and anticipated student outcomes.
This article offers a comprehensive guide, including an elementary edTPA planning commentary
example, to help aspiring teachers craft compelling and effective submissions aligned with edTPA
expectations.

What Is the Elementary edTPA Planning Commentary?

The planning commentary is a written narrative that accompanies your lesson plans, videos, and
assessments. It explains:

- Your instructional goals

- The rationale behind your teaching strategies

- How your plans meet diverse student needs

- The connections between your goals, instructional activities, and assessments

A strong planning commentary showcases your reflective practice, pedagogical knowledge, and
ability to adapt instruction to support all learners. It is essential for demonstrating your readiness to
teach effectively at the elementary level.

Key Elements of an Effective Elementary edTPA Planning Commentary

Before diving into an example, it?s important to understand the core components that make up a
robust planning commentary:
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- Context and Student Population

- Describe your classroom demographics
- Highlight students? backgrounds, needs, and strengths

- Learning Goals and Objectives

- Clearly state the learning targets aligned with standards
- Connect goals to students? developmental levels

- Instructional Strategies and Activities

- Explain your choice of teaching methods
- Describe how activities engage students and promote understanding

- Assessment Plan

- Detail formative and summative assessment strategies
- Connect assessments to learning goals

- Differentiation and Support

- Describe adaptations for diverse learners
- Address modifications for students with special needs

- Rationale and Reflection

- Justify your instructional decisions
- Reflect on how your plans promote student learning and engagement
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Now, let?s explore a detailed elementary edTPA planning commentary example, illustrating these
components in action.

Elementary edTPA Planning Commentary Example

Context and Student Population

In my third-grade classroom, | have a diverse group of 24 students, including five students with
Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), two English Language Learners (ELLS), and several
students demonstrating varying levels of reading proficiency. The classroom is culturally diverse,
with students representing different backgrounds, which enriches our learning community.
Recognizing this diversity, | aim to create inclusive lessons that meet the needs of all learners.

Learning Goals and Objectives

The overarching goal of this lesson is for students to understand the concept of ecosystems and
demonstrate their comprehension through a written explanation and a visual representation.
Specifically, students will:

- Define key vocabulary related to ecosystems (e.g., habitat, producer, consumer, decomposer)
- Describe the interactions within an ecosystem
- Create a diagram illustrating an ecosystem, including various organisms and their roles

These objectives align with the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) for Grade 3, particularly
ESS3.C: Human Impacts on Earth Systems.

Instructional Strategies and Activities

To engage students and facilitate understanding, | designed a series of interactive activities:

- Vocabulary Introduction through Visuals and Discussion

- I will introduce key vocabulary words using images, real objects, and student-friendly definitions.
- Students will participate in a think-pair-share activity to discuss their prior knowledge of
ecosystems.

- Read-Aloud and Guided Discussion
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- We will read a science picture book about ecosystems, focusing on how different organisms
interact.

- During the read-aloud, | will pause to ask comprehension questions, encouraging critical
thinking.

- Hands-On Activity: Building an Ecosystem Model

- Students will work in small groups to build a model of an ecosystem using craft materials.
- Each group will include various organisms and demonstrate their roles (producer, consumer,
decomposer).

- Diagram Creation

- Students will draw their own ecosystem diagrams, labeling key components and explaining
interactions.
- I will provide graphic organizers to support their visual representation.

These strategies promote active learning, collaboration, and the application of scientific concepts.

Assessment Plan

Assessment is integral to this lesson, and | plan to use both formative and summative methods:

- Formative

- Observe student participation during discussions

- Use exit tickets asking students to define a vocabulary word

- Review group models for understanding of ecosystem interactions

- Summative

- Evaluate students? ecosystem diagrams based on a rubric that assesses accuracy, labeling,
and explanations

- Collect written reflections where students describe their model and what they learned

By aligning assessments with learning objectives, | ensure that | can monitor student understanding
and adjust instruction as needed.
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Differentiation and Support

Recognizing the varied needs of my students, | have incorporated multiple supports:

- For ELL Students
- Visual aids and bilingual vocabulary cards
- Sentence frames to support explanations

- For Students with IEPs
- Modified graphic organizers with simplified language
- Extended time for activities and assessments

- General Differentiation
- Flexible grouping for hands-on activities
- Providing scaffolds and modeling for complex tasks

These adaptations help ensure that all students can access the content and demonstrate their
understanding.

Rationale and Reflection

My instructional choices are grounded in constructivist theory, emphasizing active engagement and
hands-on learning to deepen understanding of ecosystems. The use of visuals, collaborative
activities, and formative assessments aligns with best practices for elementary science instruction.

| selected these strategies to foster curiosity, promote peer learning, and accommodate diverse
learners. | anticipate that students will develop a solid understanding of ecosystem components and
interactions, evidenced by their diagrams and explanations.

Post-lesson, | will reflect on student engagement levels, understanding demonstrated through
assessments, and areas for improvement. For example, if students struggle with the diagram
labeling, | may incorporate additional modeling or peer support in future lessons.

Conclusion
Crafting an effective elementary edTPA planning commentary requires clarity, depth, and alignment

with standards and student needs. The example provided illustrates how to systematically articulate
your instructional rationale, strategies, assessments, and differentiation efforts. Remember, your
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commentary should reflect thoughtful planning, pedagogical knowledge, and a commitment to
fostering an inclusive learning environment. By following these guidelines and referencing this
detailed example, you can develop a compelling planning commentary that strengthens your edTPA
submission and showcases your readiness as an elementary educator.

Elementary edTPA Planning Commentary Example: An In-Depth Expert Review
Introduction

In the realm of teacher preparation and certification, the edTPA (Teacher Performance Assessment)
has established itself as a vital component for aspiring educators. It serves as a comprehensive
measure of a candidate?s readiness to manage a classroom, plan instruction effectively, and
demonstrate student growth. Central to this assessment is the Planning Commentary, a detailed
narrative that offers insight into a teacher candidate?s instructional design and pedagogical
reasoning.

For many educators, the Planning Commentary can seem daunting ? a complex blend of reflection,
planning, and alignment with standards. As such, understanding what constitutes an exemplary
example is invaluable. This review aims to dissect an elementary edTPA planning commentary
example, providing a thorough analysis of its strengths, structure, and pedagogical strategies, akin
to a product review or expert feature article.

What is the Elementary edTPA Planning Commentary?

The Planning Commentary is a written component of the edTPA that accompanies the instructional
lesson plan. It is a reflective and analytical narrative where candidates articulate their intentions,
justify their instructional choices, and demonstrate their understanding of student needs, standards,
and instructional best practices.

Key features of an effective Planning Commentary include:
- Clear articulation of learning goals
- Alignment with standards and curriculum
- Justification of instructional strategies
- Consideration of diverse student needs
- Reflection on assessment and feedback plans

Structural Breakdown of a Strong Planning Commentary

An exemplary elementary edTPA Planning Commentary often follows a structured format, ensuring
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clarity and comprehensive coverage. The typical sections include:

- Introduction and Learning Objectives

- Alignment with Standards and Curriculum
- Understanding Student Needs

- Instructional Strategies and Activities

- Assessment and Feedback Plans

- Reflection and Rationale

Below, we analyze each component in detail.

- Introduction and Learning Objectives

In an outstanding example, the candidate begins by explicitly stating the learning goals for the
lesson. These objectives are specific, measurable, and aligned with state or national standards.

Example Analysis:
The candidate articulates that the lesson aims for students to "identify the main idea and supporting
details in a nonfiction text," aligning with Common Core Reading Standards for Informational Texts
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.2). The objectives are student-centered and focused on skill
development, establishing a clear purpose for instruction.
Why it works:

- Sets a focused tone for the lesson

- Provides clarity for both the instructor and the student

- Demonstrates awareness of curriculum standards

- Alignment with Standards and Curriculum

A robust commentary demonstrates deliberate connection to grade-level standards, curriculum
pacing guides, and district expectations.

Example Analysis:

The candidate discusses how the lesson aligns with the district?s literacy curriculum and reinforces
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CCSS standards. They specify that the lesson supports "students' ability to analyze nonfiction texts,"
a critical skill at the elementary level.

Why it works:

- Shows intentional planning

- Ensures the lesson contributes to broader learning goals

- Reflects a curriculum-aligned approach that promotes coherence

- Understanding Student Needs
Effective planning involves analyzing student data and considering individual differences.
Example Analysis:
The candidate describes formative assessment data indicating that many students struggle with
distinguishing main ideas. They mention differentiating instruction by providing visual aids for ELL
students and offering extended time for students with IEPSs.
Why it works:

- Demonstrates data-driven decision making

- Shows empathy and responsiveness to student diversity

- Incorporates differentiation strategies that promote equity

- Instructional Strategies and Activities

The core of the commentary lies in explaining how instruction will be delivered and why specific
strategies are chosen.

Example Analysis:
The candidate plans a read-aloud followed by guided practice using graphic organizers. They justify
this approach by citing research on the effectiveness of modeling and visual supports for

comprehension.

Key elements include:
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- Use of evidence-based practices
- Clear rationale for each activity
- Engagement strategies to motivate students
Why it works:
- Connects theory to practice
- Shows thoughtful sequencing of activities
- Emphasizes student engagement and active learning

- Assessment and Feedback Plans

Another critical component involves describing formative and summative assessments, along with
how feedback will guide student learning.

Example Analysis:
The candidate plans to observe student participation during discussion and collect completed
graphic organizers as formative assessments. They also plan to provide immediate feedback to
correct misconceptions.
Why it works:

- Connects assessment to learning objectives

- Emphasizes ongoing monitoring of student progress

- Incorporates timely feedback to support growth

- Reflection and Rationale
The final section reflects on the instructional choices made and their anticipated impact.

Example Analysis:

The candidate notes that incorporating visual aids was essential for supporting ELL students?
comprehension and expects that these supports will increase engagement and understanding.

Why it works:
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- Demonstrates reflective practice
- Shows awareness of how strategies support diverse learners
- Indicates a growth mindset and willingness to adapt

Strengths of an Exemplary Elementary edTPA Planning Commentary

- Clarity and Cohesion: The narrative flows logically, clearly linking objectives, strategies, and
assessments.

- Alignment: Explicit connection to standards and curriculum ensures relevance.

- Data-Informed: Use of student data guides differentiation and instructional decisions.

- Research-Based: Strategies are justified with educational research, indicating depth of
understanding.

- Reflective Mindset: The candidate reflects on their choices, showing professional growth.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

While reviewing an edTPA Planning Commentary example, it's important to recognize common
shortcomings:

- Vague language that lacks specificity

- Lack of clear alignment to standards

- Ignoring student diversity and needs

- Failing to justify instructional strategies

- Omitting discussion of assessment plans
- Insufficient reflection or self-evaluation

Final Thoughts: The Value of a Strong Planning Commentary

An exemplary elementary edTPA Planning Commentary does more than narrate lesson plans; it
demonstrates a teacher candidate?s critical thinking, pedagogical knowledge, and commitment to
student success. It serves as a window into the candidate?s instructional reasoning and their ability
to thoughtfully design lessons that are standards-aligned, inclusive, and engaging.

For aspiring teachers, studying and emulating high-quality examples can provide clarity and
confidence in crafting their own commentaries. Remember, the goal is to present a coherent,

justified plan that reflects best practices and a deep understanding of student learning.

Closing Remarks
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In sum, the elementary edTPA Planning Commentary example reviewed here exemplifies
excellence through clarity, alignment, responsiveness, and reflection. Such a narrative not only
meets assessment criteria but also showcases the educator?s professionalism and dedication.
Aspiring teachers should aim to develop commentaries that mirror these qualities, ensuring their
message is both compelling and pedagogically sound.

By mastering the art of effective planning commentary, teacher candidates position themselves for
success, demonstrating their readiness to foster meaningful learning experiences in diverse
elementary classrooms.

QuestionAnswer What is an elementary edTPA planning commentary example? An elementary
edTPA planning commentary example is a sample written reflection that demonstrates how a
teacher plans instruction, aligns activities with learning goals, and considers student needs for the
edTPA submission. How can | find effective elementary edTPA planning commentary examples?
You can find effective examples through university resource centers, edTPA support websites,
teacher communities, and by reviewing sample submissions provided by edTPA organizations or
educational institutions. What are the key components of a strong elementary edTPA planning
commentary? Key components include clear learning objectives, lesson alignment with standards,
thoughtful differentiation strategies, assessment plans, and reflections on student engagement and
understanding. How should | structure my elementary edTPA planning commentary? Structure your
commentary with an introduction to the lesson goals, detailed planning and instructional strategies,
assessment methods, and reflections on how the plan supports diverse learners. What common
mistakes should | avoid in my elementary edTPA planning commentary? Avoid vague explanations,
lack of alignment with standards, insufficient differentiation, and failure to connect planning
decisions to student needs and learning outcomes. How detailed should my elementary edTPA
planning commentary be? It should be comprehensive enough to clearly explain your planning
process, instructional decisions, and reflections, typically spanning about 1-2 pages or
approximately 300-500 words. Can | use a previous lesson plan as my elementary edTPA planning
commentary? While you can base your commentary on a real lesson plan, it should be expanded
with your reflections, rationale, and connections to student data to meet edTPA requirements. How
do | demonstrate differentiation in my elementary edTPA planning commentary? Show how you
adapt instruction and assessments for diverse learners, including accommodations, modifications,
and strategies to support all students' needs. Where can | find detailed elementary edTPA planning
commentary examples for reference? You can access detailed examples through edTPA support
websites, teacher preparation programs, student teaching cohorts, and online forums dedicated to
edTPA preparation.

Related keywords: elementary edtpA planning, edtpA planning commentary sample, elementary
teaching plan example, edtpA lesson plan, teaching commentary examples, elementary education
assessment, edtpA planning tips, teaching reflection sample, elementary lesson planning, edtpA
documentation
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SAMPLE SCIENCE EDTPA

Sample Science Edtpa

Sample Science EdTPA: A Guide to Understanding and Excelling in Your Teaching Portfolio

sample science edtpais a phrase that many aspiring science teachers
encounter during

their journey to certi?cation. The edTPA, or Educative Teacher Performance Assessment,
is a performance-based assessment designed to measure a teacher candidate?s readiness
to teach e?ectively in real classroom settings. For science educators, preparing a strong
sample science edTPA portfolio is essential to demonstrate both content knowledge and
pedagogical skills. If you?re gearing up to complete your science edTPA, understanding
what it entails and how to approach it can make all the di?erence.

What Is the Science edTPA?

The edTPA is a standardized assessment used by many teacher preparation programs
across the United States. It requires teacher candidates to submit a portfolio that includes
lesson plans, video recordings of their teaching, student work samples, and re?ective
commentaries. The goal is to showcase your ability to plan instruction, engage students,
assess learning, and re?ect on your teaching practice.

When focusing on the science edTPA, the assessment emphasizes how well you integrate
scienti?c practices, crosscutting concepts, and core disciplinary ideas into your teaching.

It aligns closely with standards like the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS),

making it crucial to demonstrate not just content mastery but also an ability to foster
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inquiry, critical thinking, and scienti?c reasoning in students.

Key Components of a Sample Science edTPA Portfolio

When reviewing sample science edTPA submissions, you?ll notice certain components
consistently appear:

Lesson Plans: Detailed plans for 3-5 consecutive lessons that focus on a
central

science topic or concept.

Instructional Materials: Worksheets, handouts, or lab activities that support
your

2.
lessons.

Video Clips: Recordings of your teaching that provide evidence of your ability
to

engage students and manage the classroom.

Student Work Samples: Examples of student responses, lab reports, or
4.

assessments that demonstrate learning progress.

Commentaries: Written re?ections where you explain your instructional
choices,
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analyze student understanding, and consider ways to improve.

These elements come together to tell the story of your teaching practice through a
scienti?c lens.

How to Use Sample Science edTPA Portfolios E?ectively

Looking at sample science edTPA submissions can be incredibly helpful, but it?s important
to use them wisely.

Understand the Rubric and Scoring Criteria

Every edTPA portfolio is scored according to a rubric that evaluates planning, instruction,
assessment, and re?ection. When examining samples, pay close attention to how
candidates address these areas. For example, how does a strong candidate plan for
student misconceptions in science? How do they measure student understanding in ways
that align with learning objectives?

Knowing the rubric inside and out will help you recognize what successful portfolios
include and what pitfalls to avoid.

Adopt Best Practices Without Copying

Sample portfolios should inspire your own work, not serve as templates to replicate
verbatim. Authenticity matters in the edTPA process. Use samples to identify e?ective
strategies for explaining your teaching decisions, organizing your materials, and
presenting student work. Then, adapt these methods to re?ect your unique teaching style
and classroom context.

Plan Around Scienti?c Inquiry and Practices
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Science teaching is distinct because it involves guiding students through inquiry,
experimentation, and evidence-based reasoning. Sample science edTPA portfolios often
highlight lessons where students formulate hypotheses, conduct experiments, analyze
data, and communicate ?ndings. When you review samples, focus on how candidates
structure these activities and support students? scienti?c thinking.

Common Challenges in the Science edTPA and How Samples Can
Help

Many candidates ?nd certain aspects of the science edTPA particularly challenging.
Reviewing sample portfolios can provide clarity and con?dence.

Articulating Learning Objectives Clearly

Science lessons can cover complex content, and it?s essential that your learning
objectives are speci?c, measurable, and aligned with standards. Samples can show you
how to write objectives that focus on both content and scienti?c practices?such as
?Students will analyze the relationship between force and motion through experimental
data.?

Addressing Diverse Learners

E?ective science teaching requires di?erentiation to meet diverse student needs. Sample
science edTPA commentaries frequently demonstrate how teachers sca?old instruction,
use formative assessment to check for understanding, and provide multiple entry points

for learning. These examples can guide you in crafting your re?ections to highlight your
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responsiveness to all learners.

Connecting Assessment to Instruction

One of the edTPA?s core requirements is to use student work to inform your teaching.
Sample portfolios reveal ways to select and analyze student responses that show varying
levels of understanding. They also model how to discuss next steps for instruction based
on this analysis, which is crucial for meeting assessment criteria.

Tips for Creating a Strong Sample Science edTPA Portfolio

If you?re ready to compile your own science edTPA portfolio, keep these tips in mind:

Start Early: Give yourself plenty of time to plan lessons that align with
standards

and to collect quality video and student work samples.

Focus on Student Thinking: Highlight how your instruction promotes critical
2.

thinking, problem-solving, and the scienti?c method.

Be Re?ective and Honest: Your commentaries should show genuine re?ection
3.

about what worked well and what could be improved.

Use Clear and Concise Writing: Avoid jargon and explain your teaching
decisions

in a way that?s easy to understand.
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Seek Feedback: Share drafts of your portfolio with mentors or peers to get
S.

constructive insights before submission.

Finding Quality Sample Science edTPA Resources

Several universities and teacher preparation programs provide sample science edTPA
portfolios online. These samples often come with scoring guides and annotations that

explain why certain responses earned high marks. Additionally, educational forums and
social media groups can be valuable for exchanging advice and examples.

When searching for resources, look for samples that:

Match your certi?cation area (e.g., middle school science, high school biology)

Include detailed commentaries with explanations of instructional decisions

Demonstrate alignment with current science education standards

3.

Show a range of teaching contexts and student populations

4.

Using these resources thoughtfully can help you better understand expectations and set a
strong foundation for your own portfolio.

Navigating the sample science edTPA process might feel overwhelming at ?rst, but with
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careful study and preparation, you can create a portfolio that showcases your strengths as
a science educator. Remember, the edTPA is an opportunity to re?ect on your teaching
and demonstrate your commitment to student learning?approach it as a meaningful step
in your professional growth.

Question

Answer

What is the science edTPA?

The science edTPA is a performance-based assessment

designed to evaluate the teaching skills and readiness of

prospective science teachers through planning,

instruction, and assessment tasks.

Where can | ?nd sample

science edTPA tasks?

Sample science edTPA tasks can be found on the o?cial

edTPA website, university education program resources,

and various teacher preparation program websites that

provide example submissions and guidance.

How can sample science

edTPA videos help in

preparation?

Sample science edTPA videos demonstrate e?ective
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teaching practices, provide insight into how to engage
students in scienti?c inquiry, and model how to complete
the required tasks successfully.

What components are

typically included in a

science edTPA sample

portfolio?

A science edTPA sample portfolio usually includes lesson
plans, student work samples, video recordings of
instruction, commentary on teaching decisions, and
re?ections on student learning.

How do sample science

edTPA commentaries

improve my submission?

Sample commentaries o?er examples of clear, re?ective,
and evidence-based explanations that help candidates
articulate their instructional choices and demonstrate their
impact on student learning.

Are there subject-speci?c

considerations in science

Vol. 2022, Issue 1
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edTPA samples?

Yes, science edTPA samples often address speci?c content

areas such as biology, chemistry, or physics, focusing on

relevant science practices, disciplinary literacy, and

appropriate instructional strategies.

Can using sample science

edTPA materials guarantee

a passing score?

While sample materials are valuable for understanding

expectations and improving submissions, success depends

on authentic, thoughtful, and well-executed teaching

demonstrations tailored to your unique context.

Sample Science edTPA: A Comprehensive Review of Its Structure and Utility

Vol. 2022, Issue 1

sample science edtpa submissions have become an essential resource for

teacher

candidates aiming to navigate the complexities of the edTPA assessment. As a

performance-based evaluation tool designed to measure the readiness of preservice

teachers, the edTPA emphasizes planning, instruction, and assessment within real

classroom contexts. For science educators, understanding the nuances of a sample

science edTPA can illuminate the expectations and standards required for success in this

rigorous process.
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This article delves into the anatomy of a sample science edTPA, exploring how it aligns
with pedagogical best practices, its key components, and the implications for teacher
candidates and education programs. By analyzing sample submissions and integrating
relevant insights, this professional review aims to equip aspiring science teachers with a
clearer perspective on how to approach their edTPA portfolios e?ectively.
Understanding the edTPA Framework for Science Teachers

The edTPA (Educative Teacher Performance Assessment) serves as a standardized
measure designed by Stanford University to evaluate teaching e?ectiveness through
authentic classroom experiences. Science edTPA, speci?cally, focuses on content-speci?c
teaching strategies that re?ect the rigorous demands of the science curriculum and the
Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS).

Unlike traditional exams, the edTPA requires candidates to submit a portfolio that includes
lesson plans, video-recorded teaching segments, student work samples, and re?ective
commentaries. This multifaceted approach ensures that candidates demonstrate both
theoretical knowledge and practical skills in delivering science instruction.

Key Components of a Sample Science edTPA

A typical sample science edTPA submission is structured around three primary tasks:

Task 1: Planning for Learning ? Candidates develop detailed lesson plans that

articulate learning objectives, assessments, and instructional strategies tailored to

diverse learners.



Elementary Edtpa Planning Commentary Example Tutorial Vol. 2022, Issue 1

Task 2: Instructing and Engaging Students in Learning ? This involves
2.

submitting video evidence showcasing teaching practice, followed by a commentary
analyzing instructional decisions and student engagement.

Task 3: Assessing Student Learning ? Candidates collect and analyze student
3.

work samples to evaluate learning outcomes and re?ect on assessment

e?ectiveness.

Each task demands a high level of integration between content knowledge and
pedagogical skills, requiring candidates to demonstrate their ability to foster scienti?c
inquiry, critical thinking, and conceptual understanding.

Analyzing Sample Science edTPA Submissions

Examining authentic sample science edTPA portfolios reveals patterns in successful
submissions and common pitfalls. For instance, well-crafted lesson plans in the planning
task explicitly connect science practices with disciplinary core ideas, showing alignment
with NGSS. These plans often incorporate di?erentiated instruction techniques to
accommodate varied student needs, an aspect highly valued by evaluators.

The instructional videos in task two highlight the dynamic between teacher and students,
emphasizing questioning strategies that promote deeper investigation. Successful

candidates tend to use formative assessment cues?such as student discussions and real-
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time feedback?to adjust teaching on the spot, demonstrating responsiveness and
adaptability.

The assessment task showcases candidates? capacity to interpret student work
analytically, identifying misconceptions and learning gaps. Commentary sections
accompany these samples, providing insight into how teachers plan to address challenges
and support ongoing student growth.

Features of High-Quality Sample Science edTPA Portfolios

Clear Alignment with Standards: E?ective submissions maintain coherence

between lesson objectives, instructional activities, and assessment criteria, all
aligned with NGSS or state-speci?c science standards.

Evidence of Student Engagement: Videos and commentaries re?ect active

participation, with students demonstrating curiosity and applying scienti?c

reasoning.

Re?ective Analysis: Thoughtful re?ections on teaching practices and student
3.

learning outcomes illustrate a commitment to continuous improvement.

Use of Varied Instructional Strategies: Integration of hands-on experiments,
4.

collaborative learning, and technology enhances understanding and motivation.
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Pros and Cons of Utilizing Sample Science edTPA Resources
Reviewing sample science edTPA materials o?ers several advantages for teacher
candidates preparing their own portfolios:

Pros:

Provides concrete examples of expectations and quality standards.

Helps candidates model their submissions on e?ective practices.

Reduces anxiety by familiarizing candidates with the format and

3.

requirements.

Encourages self-assessment and critical re?ection through comparison.

4.

cons:

Risk of over-reliance on templates, potentially limiting originality.

Sample materials may not re?ect diverse classroom contexts or speci?c state

Vol. 2022, Issue 1
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requirements.

Some samples might be outdated due to evolving edTPA guidelines or science

3.

standards.

Balancing the use of sample science edTPA submissions with personalized teaching
philosophies and contextual adaptations is crucial for authenticity and e?ectiveness.
Comparing Science edTPA to Other Content Areas

While the core structure of edTPA remains consistent across subject areas, science edTPA
has distinctive features tied to the nature of scienti?c inquiry. For example, emphasis on
phenomena-based learning, modeling, and evidence-based explanations sets science
portfolios apart from those in English or social studies.

Science candidates must often incorporate laboratory activities or simulations, which
require careful planning to ensure safety, accessibility, and alignment with learning goals.
Additionally, the assessment of student understanding in science often focuses on
conceptual mastery and application rather than rote memorization, a nuance clearly
re?ected in sample submissions.

Implications for Teacher Preparation Programs

Teacher education programs increasingly integrate sample science edTPA materials into
their curricula to support candidate success. By embedding edTPA-like assignments and
feedback cycles, programs can sca?old the development of skills necessary for this high-

stakes assessment.
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Furthermore, analyzing sample portfolios allows instructors to identify common challenges
faced by candidates?such as crafting focused lesson objectives or providing insightful
re?ections?and tailor support accordingly. The use of sample science edTPA resources
also fosters a culture of re?ective practice, which is essential for lifelong professional
growth.

Institutions must ensure that candidates understand the ethical considerations of using
sample materials, emphasizing originality and adherence to academic integrity policies.
Future Trends in Science edTPA Submissions

As educational standards evolve and remote teaching modalities become more prevalent,
science edTPA submissions may increasingly incorporate digital tools and virtual labs.
Sample portfolios that demonstrate e?ective integration of technology and innovative
instructional methods will likely serve as benchmarks for future candidates.

Moreover, ongoing research into equity and culturally responsive teaching within science
education suggests that future sample science edTPA portfolios might place greater
emphasis on inclusivity, di?erentiated instruction, and addressing diverse learners? needs.
Ultimately, continuous updates to sample science edTPA resources will be essential to
keep pace with pedagogical advancements and shifting educational landscapes.
Exploring sample science edTPA portfolios o?ers a window into the practical realities of
contemporary science teaching assessments. For teacher candidates, these examples

serve not only as templates but as catalysts for deeper re?ection on instructional



Elementary Edtpa Planning Commentary Example Tutorial Vol. 2022, Issue 1

excellence and student-centered learning.
science edTPA, edTPA science tasks, edTPA science handbook, edTPA science assessment,
edTPA science portfolio, science edTPA lesson plan, edTPA science commentary, edTPA

science rubrics, edTPA science strategies, edTPA science examples
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